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a Committee of the Estates dating in its original form
from the fourteenth century, and its members bore,
as they still bear, the title of " Lord." But there
was also a preponderating legal element in what we
should now call the Civil Service. Writers and
advocates, many of them cadets of landowning
families, became secretaries and auditors in the service
of the Crown, and from time to time were ennobled.
From such origins sprang the northern noblesse de robe,
which included names as distinguished as those of
Rollo and Hope, Napier and Nairne.

However, neither Sir Archibald Primrose's services,
nor those of his father, quite raised him to the peerage,
and his eldest surviving son, Sir William Primrose,
who had been jobbed into a high legal office in his
seventeenth year, neglected his duties, was dismissed,
became paralysed, and died young.

His wife was Mary Scot of Thirlestane, and by her
he had seven children, of whom the eldest surviving
son, James, succeeded as a child to the baronetcy and
the estate of Carrington. He was elected Member
of Parliament for the County of Edinburgh in Queen
Anne's first Parliament in 1703, and in November of
the same year was created Viscount Primrose, with
the addition of two baronies. This elevation of a
man of twenty-four may perhaps have been partly
due to the services of his forbears to earlier Stuart
sovereigns, and partly to the fact that his half-uncle,
Archibald, representing the younger line, had already
been made a peer in 1700. James, Lord Primrose,
married Mary Campbell, daughter of the 2nd Earl of
Loudoun, by whom he had four children, and, though
he took part in one of Marlborough's campaigns, is
remembered only as a matrimonial misdemeanant.
The story goes that Lady Primrose, following a
practice as old as King Saul and as modern as the
advertisement columns of to-day's newspaper, went
to consult a fashionable professor of the occult,
having for a long time had no news of her absent
husband. Looking into a magic mirror, she witnessed